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THE MAN BEHIND THE  
COLONEL JACOB RUPPERT CUP

Submitted by Denis C. Smith 2007

Cover of Time Magazine September 19, 1932 

RUPPERT, Jacob, Jr.,  sometimes referred to as Jake Ruppert, a Congressman from 
New York was born in New York City on August 5, 1867 he  attended the Columbia 
Grammar School; and engaged in the brewing business with his father in 1887.



Jacob served as a private in the Seventh Regiment, National Guard of New York, 
1886-1889 and was appointed a colonel on the staff of Gov. David B. Hill, serving as 
aide-de-camp; and subsequently served as senior aide on the staff of Gov. Roswell P. 
Flower 1892-1895.

He was a breeder, fancier, and lover of Saint Bernards and in 1888 was one of the 
founding members of the Saint Bernard Club of  America .  He along with Anna H. 
Whitney of  Lancaster, Mass, and R.J. Sawyer of Michigan, were the first Vice 
Presidents of the Club.  The club was reorganized December 30, 1897 at which time 
he became President of the club intermittently for most of the next 34 years,  until the 
club was reorganized again in 1932.  He donated in 1899 the Silver Ruppert Cup for 
Best of Opposite Sex winner, to be held by the winner for one year until the next SBCA 
national show.  This cup is still in existence today (2007) and ..

He ran and won  as a Democrat to the Fifty-sixth and to the three succeeding 
Congresses (March 4, 1899-March 3, 1907); However did not run for  renomination in 
1906.

Ruppert served in the National Guard as colonel only for a short period of time. 
Despite this, people commonly called him Colonel Ruppert instead of Congressman 
Ruppert, which may have been a more appropriate title for people to call him.

Ruppert inherited the brewing company from his father, Jacob Ruppert, Sr. (1842-
1915) and in 1915, upon his father's death and just before Prohibition, he became the 
company's president.  Served as president of the United States Brewers Association 
1911-1914, he was financially interested in various business’ and real estate 
holdings and served as president of the Astoria Silk Works.

 
Knickerbocker Beer tray and Beer Can



At the suggestion of John McGraw, Ruppert and Tillinghast L'Hommedieu Huston, an 
engineer who had made a fortune in Cuba, bought the Yankees in 1914 for $450,000 
from the team's first owners, Frank Farrell and Bill Devery.; In 1918,  In what was a 
tremendously unpopular move in Boston even at that  time, Col. Jacob Ruppert's New 
York Yankees bought  Babe Ruth's contract for $100,000.  Since then the Yanks, who 
had never won a World Series before, have won 26 titles while the Sox never did it 
again until 2004 ending the curse of the Bambino. He died January 13, 1939 of 
phlebitis at age 71 Interment  was in Kensico Cemetery, Valhalla, Westchester 
County, N.Y. 

On April 16, 1940, the Yankees dedicated a plaque in Ruppert's memory, to hang on 
the center field wall of Yankee Stadium, near the flagpole and the monument that had 
been dedicated to former manager Miller Huggins. The plaque called Ruppert 
"Gentleman, American, sportsman, through whose vision and courage this imposing 
edifice, destined to become the home of champions, was erected and dedicated to 
the American game of baseball." The plaque now rests in Monument Park at Yankee 
Stadium.

The Saint Bernard Club of America reorganized in Grand Rapids Michigan on 
December 30, 1897 and the international standard was then again approved and 
adopted.  Colonel Jacob Ruppert was elected President of the club.  The club had 
been very inactive between the years of 1897 and 1932.  In February of 1933 the club 
went through it’s second reorganization.  At this time the board of governors of the 
reorganized  Saint Bernard Club of America unanimously  elected Col. Jacob Ruppert 
Jr. of New York City. as President Emeritus of the Club and Frank Jay Gould as Vice 
President  Emeritus, in recognition of their meritorious services to the Club  from the 
time it was organized until the reorganization, and in addition named as advisory 
governors these two men and others who were members of the club at the time of it 
reorganized and who are serving actively as governors.  These include  George C 
Boldt, Jr. New York, New York; Miss Alice Chandler, Lancaster, Massachusetts, and 
George Wilson, Portland Maine.

In an American Kennel Gazette article at the end of 1929  Mrs. Marion  A. McDonald 
writes:

“During the past few years interest in the big dog waned and membership in the club 
has decreased.  There are those , however, who have carried  and kept alive the 
traditions of the club.  Colonel Jacob Ruppert is president of the St. Bernard Club and 
has never faltered in allegiance to the dog of his choice.  Twenty-five years ago his 
dogs were the best this country had known.  The same obtains today.



In Dog World Issue of October 1938 is the following

“ Col. Jacob  Ruppert, owner of the New York Yankees  baseball team, has come 
back to one of his first loves, the breeding of Saint Bernards.  His kennels are located 
in Garrison, New York.”

Then again in Dog  World March 1939 in noting the death of Col. Jacob Ruppert::

"Sportsman and Brewer and stated that he had been elected President of the Saint 
Bernard Club of America in 1897, following the first reorganization of the club.  He 
remained President of the club for almost the entire time from 1897 until the second 
reorganization in 1932.

In an American Kennel Gazette article 1939 by Leroy Fess:

“As I write my notes this month, Col. Jacob Ruppert, Jr. has just passed away at his 
home in New York City.  One will not  have to be an old-timer in our breed to 
remember Col. Ruppert not so much as a multi - millionaire brewer and owner of the 
New York Yankees as President  for many years of the St. Bernard Club of America.  
The Colonel was  elected president of the club for the first time at a reorganization 
meeting held in Grand Rapids, Michigan, on December 30, 1897, from which time the 
present  club now dates its annual meetings.  There had existed, however, a prior St. 
Bernard Club of America organized on February 22, 1888, in which organization Col. 
Ruppert was listed as one of the vice presidents.

With the exception of a few years when the office was occupied by one or two other 
members of the club, Col. Ruppert served as president from the time  of the Grand 
Rapids meeting in 1897 until the recent second reorganization of the club in 1932.  
Subsequent to this , the colonel resigned form the club but apparently  did not lose 
interest.  (Note: the Colonel resigned in 1931 due to ill health dcs2007)  Always or nearly 
always he had the big dogs around him, and it is reported that as recently as this past 
summer he imported some Saints from abroad   (Note 1938 October issue above. dcs 

2007).”



In Kensico Cemetery, Valhalla, Westchester County, N.Y. at  the  corner of Powhatan 
and Cherokee, on your left at the top of a small hill, is the large two-columned 
mausoleum of famous baseball man, Colonel Jacob Ruppert.

Here is  Lady Lyndon and Blue Boy  owned by  the  Colonel.





Above photo at Hercuveen kennels in Ameican Kennel Gazette see Hercuveen article.  
September 30, 1926


