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The author's Saint, seventeen
Nickius, inspired the vears, | have
creation of his ¥

bread's archives
and Hall of Fame.

VT e s AN Fnr the last

been building an

archive for the

Saint Bernard.

Noi a building,

like the one in

our logo, but a

huge data base of information available
to the Saint fancy. Today. the records
in pur archive are almost complete and
consist of: all obedience titles and
scores. all sires ol titled Saints, all
The author. a member of the Saint
Bernard Club of America and the SBC
of Puget Sound. has shown and
trained Saints to 33 titles. An obedi-
ence judge, the author has also writ-
ten articles _for breed newsletters.,
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dams of titled
Saints, all Best
in Show wins, all
independent spe-
cialty show wins,
cand all group
d placements.
£  This informa-
tion reaches
back to the year 1889, since the Saint
Bernard was among the first breeds
registered by the American Kennel
Club. To gather the data. | started with
the first GAZETTE in 1889 and worked
forward to the present issue. There are
still a few GAZETTEs in the late teens
and twenties that are needed 1o com-
plete this project. The details of how
the data base was compiled and how it
was used to create and run the Saint
Bernard Mational Hall of Fame are no




A Saint Bernard fancier shares with
breed clubs his method of gathering
data and honoring record-makers.

mystery. It can be handled in the same
manner by other breed clubs.

Taken in by The Sport
It seemed so simple back in 1969, 1
I bought a Saint Bernard
puppy and named him
Nicklus. He was to be just

showing dogs. | entered
Nicklus in an obedi-
ence class to teach him
manners, and from
there was talked into
showing him for a Com-
panion Dog title. 1 liked
the sport of dogs, and my
“pet” went on to become
the most titled Saint Ber-
nard in breed history—
American/Canadian
Champion Cherryacres
Nicklus Von Hyden.
American/Canadian Utility

Dog, OFA 901,
Wi s

It
.% from this
dog's suc-
cess that 1
started ask-

ing ques-
tions about other dogs' wins in our
breed, but found there were no compre-
hensive records kept by the national
breed club. I wanted to know how
many UDs were in our breed, how
many champions there were with UD
titles, who the first of all the different
titles was, and where my dog ranked in
the standings. There were tidbits of in-
formation but no complete history of
achievements. | wrote to the AKC but
still could not get the answers 1
wanted: its show records from the early
years were on a card file system and
not broken down o answer my ques-
tions.

50, | decided o embark on the re-
search mysell. It became quite an in-
volved project, spread over many years,
and all because of the cuestions raised
by the success of my first companion,

H

In 1975 1 was offered the Saint Ber-
nard Club of America obedience chair-
manship. [ accepted and started collect-
ing statistics on the obedience Saint
Bernards. As 1 worked on the current
yvear, | collected back issues of the GA-
ZETTE by running ads in dog newslet-
ters. Over a period of time, [ collected a
complele set back to 19386, the lirst
vear of obedience. I also contacted book
stores and was able to purchase a few
early issues. It was now just a matter of
going through each GAZETTE and ex-
tracting the material [ needed. I made
up a card [ile system on each dog,

Obedience Records

The obedience card file is the most
complex due to the different titles,
scores, high in (rials, and high score
averaging that is drawn from this infor-
mation. All the information on the card
is found in the "Awards" section of the
GAZETTE. We have on file every score
a Saint Bernard has earned in the reg-
ular classes at an AKC obedience trial,

When this information is entered into
the computer, the titles are coded, and
the date the title was completed is en-
tered. Then, by the marvels of the com-
puter, one can break down and print
out all the dogs in any order desired,
Entering the title date allows a chrono-
logical sort by title showing who was
first to complete each different title.
Also, a year-by-year breakdown can be
made on the different titles earned. A
complete printout will show all the
CDs, CDXs. UDs, TDs, TDXs and
OTCHs In the order earned and give a
total count as to how many of each title
has been finished since the inception
of cbedience. Once the statistics were
compiled. we had a solid and complete
data base to draw up the criteria lor
the obedience section of the Hall of
Fame.

Gathering information on the sires
and dams of all AKC tltled Saint Ber-
nards proved more difficult than obedi-
ence record keeping, In the early GA-
ZETTEs, when a dog completed a title,
Just the dog's name was published,
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was no other informa-
tion as to the sire, dam, breeder,
title date or even owner. This went on
from Vol. 1 in 1889 to August of 1952,
The September 1952 issue was the first
to publish the sires and dams of a ti-
tled dog. Research for the sires and
dams of titled Saints up to August
1952 had to be done by finding old cat-
alogs, pedigrees, picking the brains of
breeders, and sometimes could be
found in the Saint Bernard breed col-
umn in the GAZETTE. This section
still needs more research to complete
the early years.

Sire And Dam Information

The card file for the sires and dams
lists the titled offspring in order of ti-
tles earned. For our needs, just the year
of the title is posted. When [ can find
birth dates, they are posted so litter-
mates can be matched up. As the cards
were completed, they were entered into
the computer for a sort. A single year
can be pulled out showing the top pro-
ducing Saints. A total printout (which
on my old TRS 80 Model 11 computer
takes three and a half hours to print
out the 15,000 names now on file)
shows all the titled get a sire or dam
produced., and [rom this we can deter-
mine and set the criteria for the sire
and dam section of the Hall of Fame.
Other notes of interest of the past GA-
ZETTEs relating to published titles are
October 1970—[irst to publish a dog's
sex; April 1973—first to publish own-
ers; October 1975 —=first to publish
breeders of champions; and March
1980—[irst to publish breeders of obe-
dience dogs.

Conformation Data

The final annex of the archives is the
conformation section. In all of our in-
formation gathering. we chose the type

There \-\‘\_

of data that can be
completed all the way
back te 1BBS9. Each
Saint Bernard that
places in group, wins
Best in Show, or wins Best
of Breed or Best of Opposite
Sex al independent Saint specialties
has a card on file. The reason only in-
dependent Saint specialties were used
was because the early combined spe-
cialties were not noted in early GA-
ZETTEs.

There was no way to have a complete
record of all combined specialties.
Some of the early specialty clubs that
had combined specialty shows are no
longer in existence. This would leave
too much of a gap in the data from
overlooking these shows. Therefore, the
data pool would be inaccurate with the
dogs left out, and its validity would be
in gquestion. The only exception was the
national specialty. The early shows
were combined and we have record of
all of them for one of our criteria.

A printout shows all the Best in Show
wins, group placements, Best of Breed
and Best Opposite Sex wins. A sort can
be done by the dog's name showing its
record, or by date showing the first to
obtain each honor. Also a club can ob-
tain a printout showing all of its past
BB and BOS winners, including High
in Trial.

Year-by-year breakdowns can be
made for annual reports. [t should be
noted that Best in Show and group re-
sults did not exist prior to 1924, and
then only group firsts were listed from
1924 through January 1933. The Feb-
ruary 1933 GAZETTE was the first to
print the placements of 1st through
4th in groups.

Getting access to the early GAZETTEs
can be the most difficult part of build-
ing an archive. | was fortunate to have
a couple of judging assignments in the
East that allowed me to visit the AKC
Library, which has every issue available
for use. It is important to give serious
thought to the type of information
needed beforehand, so each issue has
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Hall of Fame
CRITERIA FOR INDUCTION

Obedience Tilles
Upon close examination of the obedience critaria,
notice that a dog must have ot least three fifles o

Sires And Dams of Titled Get
Sire producing five AKC-tiled get:
1. Five champions or

2. Four champiors and a fifth get with an advanced
obedience file (o COX ar beter, or o T0)
Dam producing four AKC-fitled qget:
1. Four champilons or
2, mﬂmﬂmaﬁlmmw an od-

vanced obedience fifle o CDX or coraTh)
Hr:dmwcfEmm
fmduchq fen AKC-tled get:
Tenchqmﬁcr
pius a ferth get with a COX or TD

& Eﬁﬂw twio different get with COXs or

Higher Ficteous figured for each addiional five tied get.

Dam producing six tited get:
1. S champions oF i
2. Fiva chompions pius o sixth with a COX or TD

Da in fitled
o

2. Seven champiors pis an eighth getwih o COXor D
3 S P fwio cliffierert et with CObs or s or

Higner Plateaus figlred for each additional two-tiled get.

Conformation Show Wins

1. Best in Show wing: Winning three Best in Shows ot

all-breed shows.

Plateaus of Excellence

Plateaus figured for each three wing after the induc-
fion number.

2. Twe Saint Bernard Club of America wing. Winning
Best of Breed or Best Cpposite Sew, or o combination 1o
taling two.

Floreaus of Excallance
Hmanm figured for each two wins affer the induction

3 en | ndent s show wins: Winning fan
Beﬁofarm'rsn EsampggmpmaSExwumm%
fian fotaling ten
Pfafmawacalmoe
Hmcm.mmhmmmmmmm
nurmber.

its name fo be inducted, with the exception of

1. Obtain an AKC Utility Title (CD, CDX LD), or

2. Obtain ar AKC Tmcbdg}and Companion Dog
Exceflent title (TD, CO,

3. Obtain an AKC Compnnm plua Tracking
plus Tracking Dog Excellent (CD, T, TOX), or

4. Obtain an AKC Champisnship wlﬁ"n an ad-
vanced fitle (CH, CD, COX, or CH 1D, TDK), or

5. Dbtain on AKC Champglonshio with a Tracking
Dog and Companion Dog fitle (CH, CD, TDI, or

6. Dixtain a Highest Scoring Deg in Trial at an af-
breed AKC frial from the cdvenced classes,
Open or Uity—a major occomplishment for
our breed

Plateaus of Excalience—Obedience

1. Achieving a 200 score from o eguiar closs
2. Achieving a UDT
3. Achieving a UDTX
4, achieving an CTCH
5 Achieving an OTCH and TD:
&, Achieving an OTCH and TDX
7. Achieving a Championship and UD
&, Achieving @ Chompionship and a UDT
2. Achieving a Chompisnship and o UDTX
10, Achieving @ Championship and an OTCH
M. Achieving a Chomplonship and an OTCH TD
12. Achieving a ond an OTCH T0K
13. Achieving fen combined scores
4. Additional ploteaus for every ten combined
Ach fitty qualifyi fram the
15 ieving gualifying scores from regu-
iar classes of Open andlor Liility
16, Additional Plateaus for every fifty OpervUtility
auclifying scores
7. Achieving fen High In Trigls gt indepeandent
Saint Bernard specialtiss
18. Additional Plateaus for every fen additicnal
Elgt?i in Trials ot independeant Saint Bemard spe-
es

19, Achieving fve High in Triok of al-breed AKC fials
20. Addifioncl

Platecus for fve addificnal High In Tricks
o af-breed AKC frials
24, Saint Bernard Club of America Working Dog
- P

—dJC

to be researched only once.

Hall of Fame Criteria

As | was finding out the answers 1o
my early questions, | could see there
were dogs with very impressive records.
It seemed sad that during the passage
of time, many of their accomplish-
mentis had been forgotten due to the
lack of record-keeping. Now that [ had
built an archive, those records could be
remembered. With all the information 1
had on the Saint Bernard, [ created our
Hall of Fame to showease the great ac-
complishments of the past and make

goals for the future.

82 GAZETTE

Our Hall of Fame is based only on
AKC titles. Once the dog meets the cri-
teria for initiation, it is automatically
inducted into the Hall of Fame, and a
certificate is mailed to the owner. At
that time the initials HF may be used
after the dog's name. There is no com-
mitter to decide who gets Inio the Hall
of Fame and who does not. All Saints
are eligible for entry, as all Saints must
ke eligible in order for the fancy to have
a proper perspective on what our breed
is accomplishing in conformation, obe-
dience and tracking. The GAZETTE is
the only official source of information.

The Hall of Fame has a committee
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the eriteria for induction
that fit our breed. The data were di-
vided into the six sections listed in the
first paragraph of this article, and each
section is called an annex of the Hall of
Fame.

A dog can earn entry into any one or
all of the annexes. The criteria were de-
termined for each annex by printing
out that completed data base. From
there. we could see what was obtain-
able and fair, but not easy. The criteria
set are the minimum a dog must have
to be inducted.

Once the Saint Bernard is inducted
into the Hall of Fame, it can still com-
pete to equal or break records and ob-
tain a Plateau of Excellence certificate.
For every Plateau earned, a certificate is
mailed out; there is no lmit. The ini-
tials PE are added to HF at the end of
the dog's name.

From year to year, the number of in-
ductees and Plateaus of Excellence var-
ies as it is based on gualifications and
not on a preset yearly number for in-
duction. Out of the thousands ol Saint
Bernards registered with the AKC since
1889, there have been over 500 induct-
ees and 100 Plateaus of Excellence
earned. See the sidebar, "Hall of Fame"
for what workis well for the Saint Bernard.

The cost of doing such a project is
small. The main ingredient is a devoted
person or persons who can envision the
project when done and work towards
that goal.

The start-up costs are the file cards,
certificates, computer disks, envelopes
and postage. Our Hall of Fame was ret-
roactive, so the first-yvear cost was
around 5200 to mail certificates. At

started by doing one annex at a time
and mailed out certificates as each sec-
tion was completed. The last annex
nearing completion is the group wins.
The data are complete, and we are now
working on the criteria for induction.

Initially, many hours were spent
reading GAZETTEs and entering data
on cards and into the computer. Now
that most of the research is done, the
monthly updates take an average of five
hours a month.

A number of people were instrumen-
tal in helping to complete this prodi-
gious task. Loretta Griffin double-
checked all the obedience scores in the
GAZETTE every month; Camilla
Thorne spent many hours in the AKC
Library researching the early champi-
ons and sires and dams: Barbara Peck
proofread the sire and dam files, which
cover 100 years and over 30.000
names; and Cheryl Zappala put to-
gether certificates and helped with the
mailing. It takes dedicated people to
make a project like this work,

The information on file is available 1o
the Saint fancy at no charge. The club
does ask for a self-addressed. stamped
envelope to help defray costs. [ feel the
most rewarding part of building an ar-
chive is that there is now over a cen-
tury of information on file at one loca-
tion as a resource, plus a complete data
bank reaching back to 1889 ensures no
one has been overlooked. The Hall of
Fame guaraniees that the great Saint
Bernards of the past and present that
set impressive records are not lorgot-
ten. Their records and memory are still
living in the archives of the Saint Ber-
nard National Hall of Fame.
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