
 

Dog Talk’s  
“Random Little Tidbits” 

on the  

AKC Obedience Regulations 
 

 

Random Little Tidbit # 1 When Does an Exercise and the Scoring of That Exerc ise Actually Begin? 
   

 
Random Little Tidbit # 2   Examining Foundation Exercises as Building Blocks 

      
 
Random Little Tidbit # 3  Leashes, What Kind and Where and When Used? 
     

Random Little Tidbit # 4  Understanding The revised  Scent Discrimination Exercise 
      
 
Random Little Tidbit # 5   A Quick Review of Significant Revisions  of Exercises  

     
 
Random Little Tidbit # 6  Ways to Avoid Losing Points before, between or after an Exercise 
   
 
Random Little Tidbit # 7  You’re Next in the Ring!  Is Your Game Plan in Ord er?   
    

  
Random Little Tidbit # 8  A few changes in a few exercises in regards to sco ring faults   
   
  
Random Little Tidbit # 9  New Eligibility Requirements for Alternative and Op tional Titling Classes  
   
 
Random Little Tidbit #10  Tidbits to keep in mind for the revised  Group exercises   
     

Random Little Tidbit #11  With the new Obedience Regulations in effect, let’s  look back to the past. 
    - - - The History of AKC Obedience - The First set of Regulations - The First Obedience Trial - - -  

               March 10, 2016 marks Eighty (80) yea rs from the time the AKC BOD adopted the Obedience Regulations.  
     
 
 
Flip to next page for more Random Little Tidbit art icles… 
  



 
Random Little Tidbit #12 Dinosaurs and now measuring is one step closer to t otal extinction! 
 

Random Little Tidbit #13  Added new words to the Glossary of Terms + new Judge’s Book procedures    
     
 

Random Little Tidbit #14  Reviewing the newly published AKC Obedience Regulat ions       
    

 
Random Little Tidbit #15 It is “always a good time” to give back to the Spor t!  

   

 
Random Little Tidbit #16 Bullets In The Boat or Wind In The Sails???  
      
  
Random Little Tidbit #17 Take a Moment and Step Into The Shoes of an Obedien ce Judge  
(Judging Series – 17, 18 & 19)   

  
Random Little Tidbit #18  Items to Observe and Make Notes of While Apprentic ing     
(JudgingSeries – 17, 18 & 19)   
  
Random Little Tidbit #19  Ringside Observations  
(Judging Series – 17, 18 & 19)      
 
 
Random Little Tidbit #20  Stewarding – The Little Things Can Make A Differen ce 
     
 
Random Little Tidbit #21  Drum Roll Please – And The Oscar Goes To     
     
 
Random Little Tidbit #22  Carrying Your Dog in the Ring     
     

 
Random Little Tidbit #23 AKC Freestyle Teamwork – Test Phase #1   
     

 
Random Little Tidbit #24 AKC’s Obedience & Rally Judge’s Blog   
      
 

 
Random Little Tidbit #25 Release or Excuse – Understanding the Difference   
     
 
 
 
Flip to next page for more Random Little Tidbit art icles… 
 



 
 

Random Little Tidbit #26 What to do with your arms and hands while in the ri ng?     
     

 
 
Random Little Tidbit #27 Principal features & Non-principal features of an e xercise     
         
 
 
Random Little Tidbit #28 Are the Jumps Set Correctly?  Who Is Responsible?     
     
 
Random Little Tidbit #29 Tweaks that are now in effect to the Regulations    
      
 
Random Little Tidbit #30 Detailed Articles by the exercises, Novice, Open & Utility    
       
  
 
Random Little Tidbit #31 Principal features & non-principal features of the Novice Exercises    
     
 
Random Little Tidbit #32 Principal features & non-principal features of the Open Exercises    
      
 
Random Little Tidbit #33 Principal features & non-principal features of the Utility Exercises    
     
 
Random Little Tidbit #34 Streamlining the Postings of Required Materials.    
      
 
Random Little Tidbit #35 Ask Questions Beforehand And Then Get It In Writing !    
     
 
Random Little Tidbit #36 Sit Stay – Get Your Leash  
     
 
Random Little Tidbit #37  Group Exercise – Sit and Down Stay (a two part exer cise)  
     
 
Random Little Tidbit #38  Command Discrimination   
     
 
Random Little Tidbit #39  Stay – Get Your Leash   
     
 
Random Little Tidbit #40  Change to Graduate Novice – Stay – Get Your Leash  
     
 
Flip to next page for more Random Little Tidbit art icles… 



 
Random Little Tidbit #41  Changes to Brace, Veterans & Team Sit Stay – Get Yo ur Leash & Group Exercise - 
         Sit & Down Stay 
    
Random Little Tidbit #42  The AKC Obedience Judge’s Book 
     
 
Random Little Tidbit #43  Reviewing the Requirements for the Perfect Signal,  or NOT!   
       
 
 
Random Little Tidbit #44  Tips on Saving Time and Managing a Ring.         
     
 
Random Little Tidbit #45  PVC Leash Holders – Now, a point to ponder.          
           
 
 
Random Little Tidbit #46  Revisions to the Open Stay - Get Your Leash exercise.  
    
 
Random Little Tidbit #47  A Triple Q Ribbon for Obedience?  Why Not!  
                                     
 
Random Little Tidbit #48  Standardized Judging and That Includes the…  

                                     
Random Little Tidbit #49  Judging Procedures from the Regulations!    
                   
    
Random Little Tidbit #50  Does Your Equipment Get the Green Light  to Enter the Ring?             

 
Random Little Tidbit #51  The Grandfather of Performance – Obedience   

  
Random Little Tidbit #52  Be careful of your perceptions in regards to the duties  of an Obedience Judge!    
     
Random Little Tidbit #53  A Quick Reference Guide to a Judge’s Duties    
 

  
Random Little Tidbit #54  Guard Against The Mood Swings in Obedience, They Ca n Do Irreparable Harm To Our Sport   
 
Random Little Tidbit #55  Common Handler Errors to Avoid in The Obedience Rin g   Part I   – The AKC Novice  Ring   
 
Random Little Tidbit #56  Common Handler Errors to Avoid in The Obedience Rin g   Part II  – The AKC  Open   Ring   
  
Random Little Tidbit #57  Common Handler Errors to Avoid in The Obedience Rin g   Part III – The AKC  Utility   Ring   
 
Flip to next page for more Random Little Tidbit art icles… 



 
Random Little Tidbit #58  Pondering What Obedience/Rally Class to Enter?  
 
Random Little Tidbit #59  Knowledge Is Your Key To Success   
 
Random Little Tidbit #60 We Have a Run-off For a Placement!   

 
Random Little Tidbit #61 The Awards Ceremony – What to Expect.  
 
Random Little Tidbit #62  Did YOU Double Check the Judge’s Book?  
 
Random Little Tidbit #63  One Standard of Judging-or-DOUBLE Standard   

Random Little Tidbit #64  Judging the GIANTS   
 
 
Random Little Tidbit #65  What to Carry in Your Judge’s Case?  
 

Random Little Tidbit #66   Q & A to Covid-19 on the AKC Blog      
 
Random Little Tidbit #67 Pilot Program Starting April 1 st , 2021 > Fix ‘n Go    
 
Random Little Tidbit #68 Changes made in the Judge’s Application Process  

  
Random Little Tidbit #69 Excusal vs. Release Reference Chart  
  

 Random Little Tidbit #70  Keeping Up With The AKC Blog, or Snoozing  
  

Random Little Tidbit #71  The Intricacies in Designing a Heeling Pattern   
  
Random Little Tidbit #72  You’re Next in the Ring!  Is Your Game Plan in Orde r?  

  
Random Little Tidbit #73  How Chapter 2 Ties Into All Class Chapters    
 

 Random Little Tidbit #74  Novice, Open & Utility Are Linked Together  
 
Random Little Tidbit #75 Versatility – A Very Cool Class Not To Be Overlooke d.  

 
Random Little Tidbit #76 The Judge Is Waiting For You To Enter!  
 
Flip to next page for more Random Little Tidbit art icles… 



 

Random Little Tidbit #77  Excuses or Results – You Can’t Have Both!  
 

Random Little Tidbit #78  Know ALL Your Distances For The Various Exercises  
 

Random Little Tidbit #79         Quick Reference Guide To the Principal Features of Exercises  
 
Random Little Tidbit #80         Judge’s Orders per the Regulations  
 
Random Little Tidbit #81         Judging Procedures, Chapters and Guidelines  
 

Random Little Tidbit #82         Our Sport is in Need of an Infusion!  
 
Random Little Tidbit #83        Visual Examples for Marking the Judge’s Book  
 
Random Little Tidbit #84        Highlighted PDF File – 2022 AKC Obedience Regulatio ns 

Random Little Tidbit #85        Fun Matches – From the August AKC Gazette Secretary ’s pages, 83 & 84  
 
Random Little Tidbit #86       What To Expect From an Obedience/Rally Judge?   
 
Random Little Tidbit #87       “Visual” Jump Chart added to Existing Jump Chart   
 
Random Little Tidbit #88       Beginner Novice Excellent (BNX)    
 
Random Little Tidbit #89       Timing is of the Essence When Giving Judge’s Orders    
 
Random Little Tidbit #90      Judges need to ask themselves – Are YOU ready?             
 
Random Little Tidbit #91      Know When Applicable Penalties  Apply Beyond an Exercise’s Scoring Section  
 
Random Little Tidbit #92      Judging Resources - a Simple Click Away!   
 
Random Little Tidbit #93      Management of Dogs Attempting to Leave the Ring Whi le Being Judged.    
 

Random Little Tidbit #94      Dog on Dog Attack!  
 

Random Little Tidbit #95      Dog Attacks or  Attempts to Attack a Person!  

Random Little Tidbit #96     Judges Ask Themselves, “Are YOU Ready?”  
 
Random Little Tidbit #97     Don’t Overlook the Devil in the Details  
 
Flip to next page for more Random Little Tidbit art icles… 



 
Random Little Tidbit #98     Nuances in Scoring in Regards to HF, SD, DR   
  
Random Little Tidbit #99     Handler’s Guide For Saving Points  + 
           Handler’s Guide For “Going the Distance”   
 
Random Little Tidbit #100   Honoring the Memory of Nicklus  
 
Random Little Tidbit #101   Knowing Starting Positions of the Various Exercises  + Setting Up Your Dog Before the Exercise Starts  

 
Random Little Tidbit #102    Honing In On One’s Judging Skills In Novice – Part I 
 
Random Little Tidbit #103    Honing In On One’s Judging Skills In Open – Part II     
  
Random Little Tidbit #104    Honing In On One’s Judging Skills In Utility – Part  III 
 
Random Little Tidbit #105    Learn the Applicable Penalties in the Scoring Secti ons  
 
Random Little Tidbit #106  Updated AKC Obedience Regulations!   
 
NEXT in a few weeks …Random Little Tidbit #107 Miscellaneous Penalties – Who’s Guilty?    
 
 
 

Random Little Tidbits (#3, 4, 5, 7, 10, 13, 17, 18, 19, 20, 25, 27, 29, 31, 32, 34, 38 & 39) have been updated to reflect 
recent current changes in the Regulations since written.  If you have printed out these Tidbit numbers you may also want 

to update. 
 

If there is a specific article you would like for a  club newsletter, class handout, or to file away in  your computer, drop me a 
note with the title of the article and I will send you the pdf file. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                
                                               John Cox, AKC obedience judge, dog-talk@comcast.net 


